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measure with the efficacy of which long experience had ren-
dered him particularly conversant The king, though obstinate
and timorous, was likely in a matter of this sort to let himself
ultimately be guided by the advice of his ministers. If
Mahboob and 'Abd-el-'Azeez could be brought round to our
cause, a revision of the royal edict might then be confidently
expected. Now, incorruptibility was no more a virtue of the
Nejdean court than Charles the Second's, or Louis-Philippe's,
and that Aboo-'Eysa had the best possible reasons to know.
However, even here a direct offer of minted coin would not
look well. In this dilemma, two pounds' weight of scented
wood, or " J0od," a special favourite with Arabs, and above all
with Nejdeans, might prove a propitiatory offering of good
savour, and render our modest petition more acceptable and
efficacious. This he offered to procure at his own cost, and to
manage its presentation. We, my readers may well suppose,
made no difficulty. Night had already set in ; and 'Aboo-Eysa
was not the man to delay in a business where time was so
precious. He went at once on his quest; and his acquaintance
with the people of the town enabled him soon to find the de-
sired perfumes, which he returned to show us, and then departed
a second time, without delay, to leave them in our name at the
doors of Mahboob and 'Abd-el-'Azeez. Late in the night he
returned, and bade us await in sure hope of a more favourable
intimation on the morrow.

Nor were his expectations deceived. Before noon he was
again summoned to the suburban retreat of royalty, and there
told, that since, all things maturely considered, the town of
Ri'acl did seriously stand in heed of an ^Esculapius, we might
be permitted to remain in that quality, and freely exercise our
profession under Feysul's own patronage, without fear of oppo-
sition or disquiet.

I have said some pages back that Djeloo'wee's palace .soon
appeared to Barakat and myself not well adapted to our medical
avocations, and besides too near the castle of Feysul for strangers
and " infidels" like ourselves. In consequence, Aboo-'Eysa had
promised to look us out a more suitable dwelling-place. Next
morning, before we met 'Abd-el-'Azeez, our guide visited us,
and told us that a very comfortable abode had been put at
our disposition, free of expense. This Aboo-'Eysa had managed